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Technical Bulletin 

 

BELL–LARS HANDLING SYSTEM 

The present technical bulletin contains technical 

information aimed to support/improve Drass equipment 

currently in operation. 

You are kindly requested to: 

- Communicate if this document and those following should be 

sent to different e-mail addresses. 

- Contact Drass for any clarification required. 

- involve Drass for the implementation of any suggested 

modifications. 

- always inform Drass of any modification to Drass equipment to 

verify safety, allow traceability and life cycle support. 

 

Please note that technical bulletins will be available at 

www.drass.it for permanent consultation. 

 

 

Reason for Issue 

Security and Functional Equipment improvement for the Bell 

Handling System. 

The present improvement in the configuration of the Launch and 

recovery system is aimed to ensure an increased level of safety and 

redundancy. 

http://www.drass.it/
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In the present configuration the operation of the handling system 

can be compromised in the following situations: 

 fire in the Dive Control Room, at such extent to make the Bell 

Handling Control Console (B.H.C.C.) inaccessible 

 physical disconnection of electrical connection from BHCC to 

the Winches.  

 

Description 

The events mentioned previously are considered improbable, 

nevertheless the improvement represents A specific client 

requirement implemented with the aim of continuous improvement. 

This new modification allows the LARS operator to manage the 

system using the Emergency handling Console without the need for 

connection with the Bell Handling Control Console and the 

Swapping unit; the portable console  is directly connected to the 

Hydraulic Power Unit (HPU). 

The upgrade kit also offers the possibility to increase the Safety 

Level through a better configuration of the Emergency Push-

Buttons and Dummy Flying Connectors.  

USING A DEDICATED EMERGENCY LOOP, THE EMERGENCY PUSH 

BUTTONS DIRECTLY CONTROL THE HPU POWER SUPPLY, STOPPING 

THE SYSTEM UNTIL a SAFE SITUATION IS RESTORED.  

This kit is composed of: 

 An additional Junction Box, called “ Emergency Connection 

JB” from which cables with flying connectors are routed. 

These connect the junction box to the others boxes of the 

HPU, Bell Winch, Guide Wire Winch, Umbilical Winch and 

Emergency B.H.C.C. (see drawing page 3). 

The length of these cables shall be chosen according to the 

Vessel Design in order to allow the maximum possible visibility 

in the hangar area. 

 Bulkhead connectors to be inserted in the junction boxes of 

the HPU, Bell Winch, Guide Wire Winch, Umbilical Winch (if not 

already present). 

 New dummy connectors to be inserted between flying 

connectors "A" and "B" situated inside the Bell Handling 

Control Console. 
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 New Emergency Push Button on B.H.C.C. (if not already 

present). 

 A new printed front panel of the Emergency B.H.C.C.  

The previous functionality of operating the emergency console from 

the B.H.C.C. is maintained with the implementation of the present 

improvement.  

When the operator uses the Emergency Console directly connected 

to the Emergency Connection JB, they can position themself and 

the emergency handling console in an appropriate location to have 

a good view of the area of operation. 

Due to the key features of the handling system, it is recommended 

to execute the modification in the presence of Drass qualified 

personnel.  

Prior to the modification a visit from Drass personnel is 

recommended to verify the status of the electrical system and to 

plan the installation with the minimum impact for the vessel in terms 

of time and resources. 
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The improvement kit and assistance can be requested from 

claudia.ramirez@drass.it;  and copy to sales@drass.it with 

reference to “BELL–LARS HANDLING SYSTEM FD40 – 0006”  

 

Recommendations 

1. Use only Drass original upgrade kit 

2. Record the modification in the documentation of the diving 

system 

3. Report the execution of the improvement (as per OEM 

recommendations) to the Class Surveyor during the annual 

survey. 

mailto:claudia.ramirez@drass.it
mailto:sales@drass.it

